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CONFIDENTIAL STOCKHOLM 848 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, MILL SW 

SUBJECT: GOS REQUEST FOR INFORMATION RELATED TO AIR INCIDENT 
OVER BALTIC 

REF: STOCKHOLM 710 (NOTAL) (DTG 151540Z) 

1 . DURING MEETING ON FEBRUARY 24 BETWEEN POL. COUNS. AND 
MFA NORTH AMERICAN AFFAIRS OFFICIAL L.A. NILSSON, LATTER 
RECALLED THAT COMMITTEE CHARGED WITH INVESTIGATING THE 
NEAR-MISS BETWEEN A USAF RECONNAISSANCE AIRCRAFT AND A 
SOVIET AEROFLOT PLANE OVER THE BALTIC ON JANUARY 5 MUST 
SOON SUBMIT A REPORT ON ITS FINDINGS. HE RECALLED FURTHER 
THAT FOREIGN MINISTER SODER ON JANUARY 19 HAD INFORMED 
THE RIKSDAG THAT THE COMMITTEE S REPORT WOULD BE RELEASED 
WHEN COMPLETED. MFA IS NOW IN RECEIPT OF A REQUEST FROM THE 
CIVIL AVIATION BOARD S INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE TO OBTAIN 
FROM US SOURCES RESPONSES TO FIVE TECHNICAL QUESTIONS 
RELEVANT TO ITS INVESTIGATION. IN TURNING OVER THESE 
QUESTIONS TO THE POL. COUNS., NILSSON EXPRESSED THE HOPE 
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THAT RESPONSES TO THEM MIGHT BE PROVIDED WITHIN THE NEXT 
WEEK TO 10 DAYS. 

2. INFORMATION REQUESTED IS AS FOLLOWS: 

(A) ALTIUTDE AND WEATHER CONDITIONS AT THE TIME OF THE INCIDENT? 

(B) AT WHAT TIME AND IN WHAT POSITION WAS THE SOVIET PLANE 
FIRST OBSERVED? 
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(C) THE CLOSEST ESTIMATED DISTANCE BETWEEN THE TWO 
PLANES? THE ESTIMATED ALTITUDE OF THE PLANES? (DETAILED 
INFORMATION CONCERNING ALTITUDE, POSITION, ETC. WOULD BE 
APPRECIATED.) 

(D) WHAT ACTION WAS TAKEN TO AVOID A COLLISION? 

(E) ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION BY THE CREW OR THE 
TRAFFIC CONTROL PERSONNEL RELEVANT TO TRAFFIC SECURITY? 

3. COMMENT: AS DEPARTMENT AWARE, MFA OFFICIALS HANDLING 
THIS CASE HAVE BEEN UNUSUALLY SYMPATHETIC TO THE US 
POSITION, NOT ONLY ON THE QUESTION OF RECONNAISSANCE 
FLIGHTS OVER THE BALTIC IN GENERAL, BUT IN ATTEMPTING TO 
DEFLECT PUBLIC ATTENTION AWAY FROM THE SPECIFICS OF THE 
JANUARY 5 INCIDENT. GIVEN THEIR COOPERATION AND UNDER- 
STANDING, AND BECAUSE A FINAL REPORT ON THE INCIDENT WILL 
BE SUBMITTED BY THE CIVIL AVIATION BOARD TO THE GOVERNMENT 
AND SUBSEQUENTLY RELEASED TO THE RIKSDAG, THE EMBASSY 
BELIEVES IT NECESSARY AND APPROPRIATE THAT AS COMPLETE 
A RESPONSE AS POSSIBLE BE MADE TO THE QUESTIONS ABOVE. 

SMITH 
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